AMBER HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT HUBBERTS BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY, 8th MAY 2017 at 7.10 pm
PRESENT:

Parish Councillors C Stephenson (Chairman), E Gadd, N Hardy, R Hunn, J Webb and 
M Webb 
2 members of the Public

Mrs J Barnes (Clerk)
1
APOLOGIES received from Councillor R Bowler and Boston Borough and Lincolnshire County Councillor M Brookes.  It was noted with congratulations that Councillor M Brookes had won the seat for Boston Rural in the recent county elections.
2
NO POLICE REPORT
3
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors Stephenson and Gadd declared an interest in 6.1 as members of the Heckington Fen Wind Turbine Action Group. 

Councillor J Webb declared an interest in 7.2 as she lives next door to the school.

Councillor Stephenson declared an interest in 7.3 as the owner of the land.

4
THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 20th March 2017, were agreed, and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
5
NO MATTERS ARISING
6
PLANNING
6.1
Heckington Fen Wind Farm – It was stated that nothing further was available to report as we are waiting for the assessment decision.

6.2
B/17/0110 – The application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at Ivy House, Sutterton Drove for Mr Woods and Ms Scott was inspected.  No objections. 
7
PARISH MATTERS
7.1
Highways – It was noted that improvement work on some of the pot holes on Sutterton Drove had been dealt with.

7.2
School Buildings and Grounds – No further information had been received regarding the shrubs which need cutting back and it was agreed to forward this information to Councillor Brookes.
7.3
Claydyke Bank Scoop Wheel – Councillor Stephenson stated he was working on this application.
7.4
Newsletter – Councillor J Webb had produced a draft copy and this was discussed and agreed in detail.  It was hoped that this would be printed and distributed prior to the next meeting.  Councillor Stephenson agreed to arrange the printing.
8
CORRESPONDENCE

8.1
Boston Borough Council – The latest Event leaflet was handed to all councillors.

8.2
Clerks & Councils Direct – The May edition had been received and handed to Councillor Stephenson.
8.3
Boston Borough Council – It was stated that the Rural Isolation Task and Finish Group had been informed of dates of future Parish Council meetings as they would like to come and discuss relationships between the Borough and Parish Councils.

8.4
Enforcement Officer – Mr Alan Watts had reported on the concerns at a property in the parish and this was now being monitored.

9
FINANCE
9.11
Audit Return for 2016/2017 - The Clerk stated that all Annual Return Documents were received by the end of March, noting a number of changes to the format and more information required such as the chairman’s and internal auditor details together with further explanations on the variances.  She stated that she had contacted Evelyn Sands (Internal Auditor) and made arrangements for the internal audit to commence in May.
The Clerk stated that a request had been made for an extension on the submission date which had been agreed, this to work in with all four Parish Councils and the Internal Auditor and that she had worked out the timetable.  The publication of the Annual Return must be for a single period of 30 working days and the documents to be published on the parish website prior to and after being approved.

Timing of Internal Audit - The councillors agreed that it has maintained throughout the year an adequate and effective system of internal audit of the council’s accounting records and control systems.  (ie each meeting councillors are presented with an updated copy of the accounts (since the last meeting) and all payments are secured by two signatories.
9.12
Annual Governance Statement – the councillors unanimously approved this statement by confirming that they have reviewed the effectiveness of the system of internal control.

1. The council have prepared and approved the budget for the precept, monitoring during the year.  All financial transactions are recorded and maintained throughout the year.

2. The effectiveness of the system of internal control covers Standing Orders and Financial Regulations being in place and up-dated accordingly.  The remuneration payable to all employees is approved in advance.  VAT is recorded and claimed accordingly.

3. All the council’s actions are controlled by stature.

4. The council published the annual return both on the website and on the noticeboards.

5. The council have assessed financial and other risks, and have the appropriate insurance cover.

6. The council maintains control each meeting of financial and risk management.  Following completion of the yearly accounts the internal auditor has all relevant documents required.  

7. No major matters from the previous audit had been raised.
8. The council have considered that no events have potential consequences on the finances.

The Annual Governance Statement was duly signed Councillor Stephenson and the Clerk.

9.13
The statement of accounts was completed against the agreed receipts and payments accounts and was duly signed by Councillor Stephenson and the Clerk. 

9.14
The explanations of the significant variances for the precept, total other receipts and staff costs were all discussed and agreed.

9.15
The explanation on the level of reserves was discussed and agreed, including further contingences which may occur within the parish, especially with the War Memorial, the Claydyke Bank Scoop Wheel, possible Tree Planting and Street Lighting.

9.2
Insurance – The renewal for the Insurance was discussed and it was proposed by Councillor Stephenson, seconded by Councillor Hardy and agreed that we accept the premium for 5 years at £149.64.(per year)
9.3
The Clerk presented the up-to-date accounts, which including the receipt of half of the precept/grant, along with an update of the precept spending to date and evidence of the bank balance. 
9.41
The following payments were agreed.

	
	Payee
	VAT
	Amount

	Cheque No 364
	Hubberts Bridge Community Centre
	
	£24.00

	BACS
	Community Lincs Insurance
	
	£149.64

	BACS
	Glendale
	£12.74
	£76.44


9.42
Authorisation was also given for further grass cutting accounts and the Clerk’s salary/ expenses and Income Tax due in June.
9.5
It was noted that the VAT for 2016/2017 had not yet been received.

9.6
The clerk stated that she had completed the Transparency Fund form for 2017/2018 amounting to £390 and this was approved.

10
NEXT MEETING was arranged to be held on Monday, 17th July 2017 at 7.00 pm at Hubberts Bridge Community Centre.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20 pm
Signed by
Councillor J E Gadd (In the chair)
17th July 2017
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