AMBER HILL PARISH COUNCIL 

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD AT HUBBERTS BRIDGE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON MONDAY, 18th SEPTEMBER 2017 at 7.00 pm
PRESENT:

Parish Councillors C Stephenson (Chairman), R Bowler, E Gadd, R Hunn, J Webb  
Boston Borough and Lincolnshire County Councillor M Brookes

Debbie Wilkinson and Tracey Scoot (Lincolnshire County Council)

PCSO’s N Williams and E Smyth (police report)

Mrs J Barnes (Clerk)

Debbie and Tracey reported on a feasibility study which was at present taking place regarding the Toftstead School Site. It was anticipated that the site would be brought up to standard and it was hoped that it could be in use by next year.  Debbie and Tracy were thanked for their report and it was noted that the Parish Council would be kept up-dated. 
1
APOLOGIES received from Councillors N Hardy and M Webb. It was recorded that Councillor M Webb had suffered a family bereavement and his unforeseen absence was noted.  
2
POLICE REPORT

PCSO Williams was pleased to report that there had been no recorded crimes, but mentioned to be aware of possible hare coursing in the area.

 3
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor J Webb declared an interest in 7.2 as she lives next door to the school.
4
THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on the 17th July 2017, were agreed and signed by the chairman as a true record.
5
MATTERS ARISING

5.1
Untidy Property – Concern was still being expressed regarding the property in Sutterton Drove.  The clerk was requested to contact the Enforcement Officer again.

6
PLANNING
6.1
Heckington Fen Wind Farm – It was stated that nothing further was available to report at present.
6.2
B/17/0221 – The application for the conversion of existing garage block to form stables and erection of fencing and equestrian manege incidental to the enjoyment of a dwelling house at Maryland Farm, Sutterton Drove for Mr G Winman had been granted.
6.3
B/17/0222 – The application for the partially retrospective planning permission for construction of a carport (existing) and front boundary wall and fence (proposed) at Maryland Farm, Sutterton Drove, for Mr G Winman had been granted.
6.4
B/17/0223 – The application for the retrospective planning permission for construction of a garden room (existing) and pergola (existing) at Maryland Farm, Sutterton Drove for Mr G Winman had been granted.
6.5
B/17/0233 – The application under S73A for the removal of condition 2 (agricultural habitation condition) attached to outline planning permission B2/0444/76 and condition 3 (agricultural habitation condition) attached to approval of reserved matters ref B2/0748/76 at Stoneleigh, Sutterton Drove, for Mrs F Stephens had been granted. 
7
PARISH MATTERS
7.1
Highways – No major issues reported at present.

7.2
School Buildings and Grounds – It was reported that the War Memorial in the grounds would be safe guarded with any planned development.  The poppy wreath for the memorial was handed to Councillor J Webb for Remembrance Day.
7.3
Claydyke Bank Scoop Wheel – Councillor Stephenson had nothing further to report at present.
7.4
Boston Borough Council – Communication Meetings with Parish Councils –The Clerk stated that she had attended a one-to-one meeting with Michelle Sacks and gave a full report.  This had included looking at the possible isolation in the community, covering methods of communication (computers, emails etc) and the increasing work load of the Clerk.


The clerk stated that Michelle Sacks from Boston Borough Council would be attending all Parish Councils and the date arranged for Amber Hill was 27th November.

7.5
Viking Link – Information regarding the project had been forwarded to Councillor Stephenson.

8
CORRESPONDENCE

8.1
Clerks & Councils Direct – The September edition had been received and was handed to Councillor Stephenson.
8.2
Lincolnshire Energy Switch scheme – The latest poster would be displayed and handfed to Councillor J Webb.
9
FINANCE

9.1
External Audit Report – The clerk reported that she had now received the certified Annual Return for the Parish Council from the external auditors of Grant Thornton UK Ltd.  She stated that she did receive one telephone call from them in relation to Petty Cash, which was immediately answered to their satisfaction.

No major issues have been reported, but other matters not affecting their opinion which they wished to be drawn to the attention of the authority. (As below, in their words)
Annual Internal Audit Report

The internal auditor has answered ‘Yes’ to objection F in relation to petty cash.  This should state ‘Not covered’ as the Authority does not operate a petty cash system.

The Authority should ensure that the internal auditor’s report is reviewed before sending the Annual return to the external auditors.  The Authority should minute this process.  If there are any errors in the internal auditors report it should either be amended by the Internal Auditor or the Authority should provide an explanation for the error.

It was noted that in accordance with the Audit Commission no charge would be made.

It was reported that this is the last year (2016/17) that Grant Thornton are our external auditors.  From 2017/18 new external auditors have been appointed and they will be touch in due course.

9.2
Publication of Audit - The clerk stated that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit has now been displayed on the noticeboard and on the website, together with the External Auditor Certificate and Report and she had forwarded the comments to the Internal Auditor.

9.3
The Clerk presented the up-to-date accounts, along with an update of the precept spending to date and evidence of the bank balance.
9.4
The following payments were agreed.

	
	Payee
	VAT
	Amount

	Cheque No 366
	Hubberts Bridge Community Centre
	
	£24.00

	BACS
	Glendale
	£12.74
	£76.44

	BACS
	J Barnes (Salary/Expenses)
	
	£190.24

	BACS
	HMRC (Income Tax)
	
	£25.00


9.5
Pensions Regulator - The clerk stated that she had now completed the automatic enrolment declaration, as well as giving our details confirmed that only one staff was employed on the 1st May 2017 (classed as the staging date) and that the parish council didn’t have any staff that had to be put into a pension scheme.  Confirmation of this declaration had been received, noting that in approximately three years’ time a re-declaration will be required and that as an employer the council have ongoing responsibilities including keeping all records.  The clerk noted that all documents would be filed accordingly.
10
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

10.1
Concern was expressed regarding a Mayflower property and the information would be forwarded accordingly.

10.2
It was reported that the telephone had been removed from the Telephone Box in the parish.

11
NEXT MEETING was arranged to be held on Monday, 27th November 2017 at 
7.00 pm at Hubberts Bridge Community Centre.  
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.15 pm
Signed by
Councillor C Stephenson
Chairman
27th November 2017
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